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CONFIDENTIAL SANA 0744 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, YE 

SUBJECT: YAR PRESIDENT HAMDI'S VISIT TO EGYPT 

REF: JIDDA 1440 

1 . IN SURPRISE MOVE WHICH WAS WIDELY APPLAUDED IN 
SANA PRESIDENT HAMDI LEFT FOR CAIRO ACCOMPANIED BY 
HASHID PARAMOUNT SHAIKH, ABDULLA B. HUSAIN AL-AHMAR. 

2. ACCORDING TO AHMAD ABDO SAID, AL-AHMAR SENT 

HAMDI A NOTEONEDAY BEFORE DEPARTURE ASKING TO GO ALONG. 
HAMDI IMMEDIATELY AGREED. 

COMMENT: REGARDLESS OF WHO TOOK INITIATIVE FOR 
AL-AHMAR TO ACCOMPANY HAMDI ON STATE VISIT, TRIP 
MAY BE PRELUDE TO APPOINTMENT OF AL-AHMAR AS 
PREDICTED BY FOREIGN MINISTER ASNAG. MOVE 
CLEARLY CAUGHT SOVIETS BY SURPRISE. AT AIRPORT 
DEPARTURE SOVIET AMBASSADOR TOLD CHARGE SOURLY 
THAT "ALL YOUR FRIENDS ...ASNAG, BASINDINA, AL-AHMAR— 

ARE GOING WITH THE PRESIDENT." SOVIETS HAVE HAD A 
NUMBER OF SUCH JOLTS RECENTLY AND LOCAL SPECULATION 
IS THAT CALL OF SOVIET AMBASSADOR ON PRESIDENT 
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WHICH YAR CHIEF OF STAFF AL-GHASHMI GAVE TO SAUDI 
NEWDPAPER UKAZ (JIDDA 1440). ANOTHER RECENT REBUFF TO 
SOVIETS WAS OBVIOUS AND PAINFUL BOYCOTT OF LAVISH SOVIET 
ARMED FORCES DAY RECEPTION HERE IN SANA. INCIDENTS OF 
THIS SORT WHICH CALCULATED TO PLEASE SAUDIS AND 
DISPLEASE SOVIETS, SERVE TO SOME EXTENT TO TEMPER OUR 
STRONG SUSPICION THAT SOVIET ARMS DEAL MAY STILL BE ON IN 
BIG WAY. 
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